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Finding a way…
to facilitate the better use of
research in education
Europe currently faces many challenges, including renewing
democracy, maintaining welfare systems, increasing the
recognition of European education and research, and meeting
future requirements of the knowledge society with a highly
competent workforce and expertise. Education is a core part
of our societies and there is growing agreement that
knowledge from research should play a crucial role in
improving educational practice and informing education
policy. How potential users, such as teachers and policy
makers, can best engage with, and make the most out of,
research evidence is, however, less clear. There is no simple,
direct line between the production of research and its use.
While considerable progress has been made over the past few
decades developing systems and processes for producing
robust, policy-relevant research in education, concerns
remain about a lack of systematic support structures for those
seeking to use research-based knowledge to improve
education. There is growing awareness across Europe of an
unmet need to understand and develop institutional capacity
and infrastructure to support effective uptake and use of
research.
To address these international concerns, the Evidence
Informed Policy and Practice in Education in Europe
(EIPPEE) Network invites you to its third international
conference in Oslo, Norway, 14-15 May 2014. The conference
will be held in collaboration with the Norwegian Knowledge
Centre for Education at the very roof-top of the Norwegian
capital, overlooking the city and the Oslo Fjord.

As in previous EIPPEE conferences, there will be a continuing
focus on capacity-building and awareness raising amongst key
stakeholders, through a broad range of activities aimed at
promoting a deeper understanding of the nature, theory, and
practice of evidence-informed decision-making in education.
There will be keynotes from leading experts, challenging
debate panels, practical sessions, and other opportunities for
discussion and collaboration between delegates. For those
new to the topic, a pre-conference training workshop will be
available.

The main aims of the 2014 event are to explore the challenges
and potential for developing effective infrastructures to
support an evidence-informed approach in education across
Europe, and to set out a realistic plan of action for the
EIPPEE Network. There will be a focus on learning from case
examples and existing research. Key questions to be
addressed during the conference include:

•
•
•
•

What infrastructures (physical or organisational
structures, processes, regulations, etc) are in place
across Europe to help facilitate better use of research
in education, and at which level – local, regional,
national or European - do these occur?

What are the most important gaps in institutional
capacity and infrastructure, and how might these be
addressed?

What examples of effective/promising structures to
support the application of research are available from
other sectors, and how appropriate are these for
education in Europe?

What is the potential for, and advantages of,
transnational and/or cross-sector cooperation and
collaboration via the EIPPEE Network to address
issues of research use?

The conference is aimed at researchers, policymakers,
analysts, teachers, teacher associations, administrators,
managers, trade union leaders, students, and others with an
interest in discussing present opportunities and challenges,
and mapping the road ahead. All are welcome.
For more information about the EIPPEE Network, please see
www.eippee.eu.

•
•

Among the confirmed keynote speakers are:
Dr. Dirk Van Damme, Head of Centre for Educational
Research and Innovation (CERI), Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
Professor David Gough, Director of the EPPI Centre
and Social Science Research Unit, Institute of
Education, University of London, UK.

•
•

Dr. Ashley Lenihan, London School of Economics, UK.
Professor Sølvi Lillejord, Director of the Norwegian
Knowledge Centre for Education, Norway

Call for papers

We are inviting proposals for (i) oral paper presentations for
themed workshop sessions and (ii) a poster session.

Workshop sessions

Two themed workshop sessions (of 1.5 hours duration each)
are planned. During both sessions you will be able to choose
between four different workshops that will run in parallel. In
each workshop there will be up to four oral presentations.

Day 1: Workshop session

Theme 1: Identifying systems and lack of systems to
support the use of research
On day one, the four parallel workshops will explore the issue
of institutional capacity and infrastructure across Europe for
supporting an evidence-informed approach in education, and
the nature, extent and implications of identified gaps in
provision.

Day 2: Workshop session

Theme 2: Overcoming challenges and filling gaps
On day two, the focus of the four workshops will be on
exploring some of the challenges for developing effective
infrastructures and the potential for filling structural,
methodological or knowledge gaps.

When submitting a proposal for an oral presentation, please
select the theme that best categorises your work. Oral
presentations should be limited to 15 minutes.

Poster session

In the poster session, up to 20 authors will have the
opportunity to display information about their research or
project and engage in informal discussion about their work
with other delegates. The poster session will be 1 hour, and
posters can address any topic related to the theme of the
Conference.

All proposals and presentations must be in English. In order
to be considered, please submit a title and abstract of 200-

250 words by 31 January 2014 to j.tripney@ioe.ac.uk.
This will also appear in the Conference Programme and will
provide the information other delegates use to choose your
session to attend. Please also provide brief biographical
information (organisation or institution, position or title
within the organisation/institution, and a short statement of
interests), and indicate whether you wish to be considered for
an oral paper and/or poster presentation. The Programme
Committee will contact authors of proposals by 10 February
2014.

Registration

The conference takes place Wednesday May 14th to Thursday
May 15th. Registration is now open. Go to

https://www.deltager.no/eippee_2014_conference_registration

to register and pay for the conference. There are two
registration deadlines:

•
•

Early bird registration fees (deadline February 15, 2014)
Early bird fee: 1250 Norwegian Krones ≈ 150 Euros

Regular registration fees (deadline April 22, 2014)
Regular fee: 1650 Norwegian Krones ≈ 200 Euros

All prices include the conference registration fee,
refreshments, lunches, the conference reception, conference
materials, and the full two-day program. A pre-conference
training seminar on May 13th is also included in the
registration, but there are a limited number of places available
so admittance will be on a first come, first served basis.

Pre-conference seminar (Optional)

You must register for the EIPPEE 2014 Conference
before registering for the pre-conference seminar. For those
attending the pre-conference training seminar on Tuesday,
May 13th, please note that this event will take place at the
Research Council of Norway, in Stensbergsgata 26 in the city
centre of Oslo. To register please use this link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eippee-conference2014-pre-conference-seminar-tickets-9239031191

Preliminary itinerary

Conference check-in opens on May 14 at 9:00 AM, in the
reception of the Voksenåsen Conference Center. The opening
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session starts at 11:00 AM, allowing plenty of time for
participants to arrive in the morning. There are several flights,
from all over Europe, that arrive in Oslo between 8:00 and
10:00 AM. The last session on May 14 ends at 6:00 PM. The
conference evening reception will begin at 7:00 PM, allowing
time to check-in at your hotel (if you have not already done
so). On May 15, the first conference session starts at 8:30 AM
and the conference will end at 3:30 PM. A detailed itinerary
will be available in advance of the conference.

Payment

Payment and registration for the conference will be handled
through a secure, third-party site,
https://www.deltager.no/eippee_2014_conference_registration.

Visa and Mastercard payment options are available. You can
use this site to register up to 10 people. If you are registering a
group of participants from an institution we can also offer an
invoice payment option. Please send an e-mail to
kunnskapssenter@forskningsradet.no to request this
option (including the full name and e-mail address of all the
people you would like to register).

Cancellation policy

Please note that for cancellations made before April 28th
2014, 60% of the conference fee will be refunded. After this
date, there will be no refunds for cancelled registrations. A
cancellation must be made by sending an e-mail to
kunnskapssenter@forskningsradet.no with the word
'cancellation' in the header.

Travel arrangements and
accommodations

Staying at Voksenåsen is optional, but we highly recommend
it, as it will save you time and offer good opportunities to
socialize with other participants. To make reservations at the
Voksenåsen Conference Hotel please follow this link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eippee-conference-2014accommodation-voksenasen-tickets-9238714243.

The conference has made arrangements with the Voksenåsen
Conference Center and can offer participants accommodation
at special rates. Participants can choose between single and
double rooms. The rate for single rooms is 1000 Norwegian
Krones ≈ 120 Euro per person per night. Double rooms
cost 800 Norwegian Krones ≈ 100 Euro per person per
night. If you make just one reservation for a double room, you
will share your room with another participant of the same sex.
You can share a double room with a colleague by selecting two
reservations on the reservation page. If you would like a
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double room to yourself you will be charged 1600 Norwegian
Krones ≈ 200 Euros per person per night. This option is only
available if you send an e-mail to
kunnskapssenter@forskningsradet.no.

Room availability

The Voksenåsen Conference Hotel will be able to
accommodate most, if not all, of the conference participants
the night of May 14th. There are also a limited number of
rooms available for the nights of May 13th and 15th. The same
rates apply to these two nights. All rooms are available on a
first come, first serve basis.

Room cancellation

All reservations made for the 14th and 15th of May, 2014 can
be changed until March 4th, 2014. For participants that wish
to stay at Voksenåsen Conference Center the night of May 13,
the night before the conference, the final deadline to both
make and cancel room reservations is February 1st at 11:59
(GMT+1). After the deadlines all reservations will be final.
Rooms must be paid by the participant upon check-out.

Other options

You are welcome to find your own accommodation in the city.
Oslo is fairly large and can offer a number of hotels, B&Bs and
hostels. We have made a list of suggestions that you can see
on the map on this link.
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/viewer?mid=zuw1SrbXLbSg.keT7d8RoIv4w.
Please take into consideration that Voksenåsen is about 45
minutes from downtown Oslo by subway. If you choose not to
stay at Voksenåsen and arrive the 14th you will either have to
check in before the conference begins or after the conference
reception, as there will not be time between the last session of
the conference and the conference reception.
You can make arrangements through the tourist board here.
http://www.visitoslo.com/en/. There are also several internet
services offering hotel booking, such as
http://www.hotels.com or http://www.tripadvisor.com or
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk

Flights and transportation are the responsibility of the
participants. There are a number of sites offering tickets for
flights and other modes of transportation. Gardermoen, the
main airport for flights to Oslo, is about a 30 minute train
ride from Oslo. Train, bus, and taxi services are available, and
are clearly marked.
We do not have the capacity to provide assistance with
booking flights and/or hotels.
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